PIR-30093: The Political Economy of Sustainable Development

ESSAY TITLES

Hand in date:  Week 8, 12th March 2008

Length: 2500 words 

1. In what ways does mainstream (neo-classical) economics militate against sustainable development and how does ecological economics seek to remedy this situation?

2. Using Daly, Farley & Erickson’s Workbook (see pp 93) identify an ecological economic problem and write up a clear problem statement as if for a project proposal. 

3. Using Daly, Farley & Erickson’s Workbook, in relation to an ecological-economic problem of your choice, work through the following exercises: 

· 1.1 Choosing a problem in open space 

· 1.2 Desirable ends

· 2.1 Sketching a resource web

· 2.2 Resource characteristics and state of knowledge

· 2.3 Social construction and political power

· 3.1 Viewing the problem from different perspectives

· 3.2 Applying systems thinking

· 3.3 Visioning exercise: Optimists versus pessimists

· 4.1 Decision hierarchy

· 4.2 Market failure matrix

· 4.3 The optimal scale of a problem

PIR-30093: The Political Economy of Sustainable Development:

GROUP WORK INSTRUCTIONS & WORK SCHEDULE

This course will be organized around 9 seminars.  Because of the relatively large number of students, I have put students into five teams.  You will be expected to work in these teams throughout the semester, preferably meeting out of class to discuss and prepare your work.
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WORK SCHEDULE

	WEEK 1: 


	INTRODUCTION: WHAT IS ECOLOGICAL ECONOMICS?

Reading: 

Common & Stagl, Ecol. Econ. Chapter 1

Daly & Farley, Ecol. Econ.: Principles and Applications Chapters 1-3

Daly & Farley, Erickson & Daly, Workbook, Introduction, pp1-13 & Chapter 1
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS REFER TO THE NUMBERED QUESTIONS ON THE WEEK 1 WORK SCHEDULE DOCUMENT – AVAILABLE ON WEBCT.

You should work through all of them. For the seminar you will be expected to have prepared short (usually a couple of sentences and a maximum of one paragraph per question) written answers to the following.



	Team A


	Q:  1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 14,15, 23, 24, 26, 27, 33

	Team B


	Q: 1, 2, 4,  9, 10, 14, 15, 24, 28, 29, 33, 34, 35

	Team C


	Q: 1, 3, 12, 13, 14, 15, 23, 24, 30, 31, 33, 36, 

	Team D


	Q: 1, 9, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23, 24, 33

	Team E


	Q: 1, 3 8 14, 15, 21, 22, 23, 24,  25, 32, 33, 37


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	WEEK 2: 


	THE NATURE OF BIOTIC AND ABIOTIC RESOURCES

Reading: 

Common & Stagl, Ecol. Econ. Chapters 2 & 4

Daly & Farley, Ecol. Econ.: Principles and Applications Chapters 4-7

Daly & Farley, Erickson & Daly, Workbook, Introduction, Ch 2

For the seminar you will be expected to work in teams and submit short written answers  (usually a couple of sentences and a maximum of one paragraph per question) 

TEAM EXERCISE:  SUSTAINABLE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

Have a look at Exercises 2.1 and 2.2 in the Farley/Daly Workbook (pp 44). In class we will be looking at various aspects of the operation of the Keele university campus and sketching out a resource web for each.  Have a look at your topic in advance. Use google and start to think about the parameters of the problem. For all the different resources you identify, think about the difference between ‘stock-flow’ and ‘fund-service’ resources, about rivalness and excludability – and for biotic resources the extent to which they are stock-flow resources associated with the structural properties of ecosystems or fund-service resources associated with the functional properties of ecosystems.  

In advance of the class you might like to look at the Carnegie Mellon University Green Design Initiative to get some idea of the environmental impact of specific elements that are likely to figure in your resource web.

http://www.eiolca.net/
Look also at the website of a current ESRC/Keele Seminar on the topic:

SUSTAINABLE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS SEMINAR 

http://www.keele.ac.uk/research/lpj/ESRC_Sustainability/index.htm


	EVERYBODY
	The production of university graduates and academic research.



	Team A


	Waste water management on campus

	Team B


	Energy production and distribution on campus

	Team C


	Food production and consumption for the university community

	Team D


	Housing on campus

	Team E


	The library and other educational resources for maintaining the social stock of knowledge for each generation of students.



http://www.keele.ac.uk/research/lpj/ESRC_Sustainability/index.htm
	
	

	Everyone
	CLASS EXERCISES: 

With reference to Keele University consider again the problem of developing sustainable university education 

Wkbk Exercise 3.1: Viewing the problem from different perspectives

Wkbk Exercise 3.2: Systems thinking.

Wkbk Exercise 3.3: Visioning Exercise: Optimists vs. Pessimists
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	WEEK 4: 


	MICROECONOMICS: MARKET FAILURE

Reading 

Chapters 10,11 & 12 in Daly and Farley

Chapter 8 in Common and Stagl.

Workbook Chapter 4:



	Everyone
	CLASS EXERCISES: 

With reference to Keele University consider again the problem of developing sustainable university education 

Wkbk Exercise 4.1: Decision Hierarchy 

Wkbk Exercise 4.2: Market Failure Matrix.

Wkbk Exercise 4.3: The optimal scale of the problem
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